MlCROGRAHPIA. 

the paitsof a Crab, which this little creature does in manv *kt 
rouchrefemble; the curiofityofwhofe contrivance lhav”h i,» 1 J gS, 7 t )' 
examin d. I omit the defcription of the horns A A of ,ij , r P la « 

»hich Rent’d like that of a Crab , ifc tf hb 

proceeded from a kind of feathers or hairs, and the hairinefs ofkt h 
his large thorax and little belly, and the like, they being manifeftllf 5 
the Figure , and ftiall onely take notice that the three parts of the h ,\^ 

fiX/v in this creature hrangely confus d* 

f A - A ^ ffi u C - Ul r t0 dete r ne Which is wh5ch ’ as the Y arc alfo in a Sft 
and indeed, this ferns to be nothing elfe, but an Air-crab, being made 

more light and nimble, proportionable to the medium wherin itrefxW 

a a l Alr / e r S ^ 0 have but ° ne th °u^ndth part of the body of Water fn 
does this Spider feem not to be a thoufandth part of the bulk of a Crab 


Obferv. X L V 1 1 1. Of the hunting Spider, and fever al other forts 
(f Spiders. 

T«o hunting Spider is a fmall grey Spider, prettily befpeck’d with 
i • j d cr V tS a !. over tt $ body, which the Microfcope difcovers to be a 
kind ot leathers like thofe on Butterflies wings, or the body of the 
white Moth I lately delcrib d. Its gate is very nimble by fits, fometimes 
running, and fometimes leaping, like a Gralhopper almoft.then Handing 
ltill, and letting it felt on its hinder leggs, it will very nimbly turn its 
body, and look round it felf every way ; It has fix very confpicuous 
eyes, two looking dire&ly forwards, plac’d juft before 5 two other, on 
either fide of thofe, looking forward and fide-waysyand two other about 
the middle of the top of its back or head, which look backwards and 
fide-wards y thefe feem d to be the biggeft. The furface of them all was 
very black/pharical, purely polifh’d, reflecting a very cleer and diftinft 
Image of all the ambient obje&s, fuchas a window, a man’s hand, a white 
Paper, or the like. Some other properties of this Spider, obferv’d by the 
moft accomplifh’d Mr. Evelyn , in his travels in Italy , are moft empha- 
tically fet forth in the Hiftory hereunto annexed, which he was pleas’d 
upon my defire to fend me in writing. 

Of all the forts of Infe&s, there is none has afforded me 
more divertifements then the Venator es, which are a fort of Luft, 
that have their Denns in the rugged walls, and crevices of our 
houfes ; a fmall brown and delicately fpotted kind of Spiders, 
whofe hinder leggs are longer then the reft. 

Such I did ffcquendy obferve at Rome, which efpying a Fly 
at three or four yards diftancc,upon the Balcony (where I ftood) 

would 
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would not make dire&ly to her, but craul under the Rail, till 
being arriv’d to the Antipodes, it would fteal up, feldom miffing 
its aim ; but if it chanced to want any thing of being perfe&ly 
oppofite,would at firft peep, immediatly fiide down again, till 
taking better notice, it would come the next time exactly upon 
the Fly’s back: But, if this hapn’d not to be within a compe- 
tent leap, then would this Infeft move fo foftly, as the very 
fhadow of the Gnomon feem’d not to be more imperceptible, 
unlels the Fly mov’d ; and then would the Spider move alfo in 
the fame proportion, keeping that juft time with her motion,as 
if the fame Soul had animated both thofe little bodies; and 
whether it were forwards, backwards, or to either fide, without 
at all turning her body, like a well mannag’d Horfe; But, if 
the capricious Fly took wing, and pitch’d upon another place 
behind our Huntrels, then would the Spider whirle its body fb 
nimbly about, as nothing could be imagin'd more fwift ; by 
which means, {he always kept the head towards her prey, though 
to appearance, as immovable, as if it had been a Nail driven 
into the Wood, till by that indifcernable progrefs (being ar- 
riv’d within the fphere of her reach) fhemadea fatal leap 
(fwift as Lightning) upon the Fly, catching him in the pole, 
where fhe never quitted hold till her belly was full, and then 
carried the remainder home. 1 have beheld them inftrufting 
their young ones, how to hunt, which they would fometimes 
difciplinc for not well oblerving ; but, when any of the old 
ones did (as fometimes) mils a leap, they would run out of 
the field, and hide them in their crannies, as afham’d, and 
haply not be feen abroad for four or five hours after ; for fo 
long have I watched the nature of this ftrange Infeft, the con- 
templation of whofe fo wonderfull fagacity and addrefs has 
amaz d me ; nor do I find in any chafe whatfoever, more cun- 
ning and Stratagem obferv’d : I have found fome of thefe Spi- 
ders in my Garden, when the weather (towards the Spring) 
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